The marine salvage and commercial diving industries have increasingly been sought out to prevent oil spills from submerged shipwrecks and to proactively detect and recover spilled oil below the surface once a subsea spill occurs. In recent years, underwater oil recovery techniques have advanced from predominantly surface-supplied diver installed vacuum or pumping systems in relatively shallow waters to the use of saturation diving systems and remotely operated vehicles at greater depths. Underwater oil detection technologies have advanced significantly, permitting the accurate detection of spilled oil in the water column, on the bottom and in the subsurface.
